


Program 
Background 

• established in 1981 

• long term relationship with 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

• affiliated with Florida State 
University 

• Entirely contract-funded 

• part of a nationwide network 
using similar methodologies 



Types of Data Developed 
and Maintained by FNAI 

• Rare species 
occurrences 

• T&E species habitat 
and range models 

• Wildlife aggregation 
sites 

• Rare or high quality 
natural community 
occurrences 

• Invasive plant 
occurrences 

• Conservation lands 

• Environmental land 
acquisition projects 

• Potential Natural 
Areas 

• Current and 
historical land cover 











Triple N Ranch WMA
Osceola County

15,541 acres
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989 natural 

community polygons 

minimum mapping unit 
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985 Data 

Collection 

Points 



Data Points 
• GPS latitude and longitude 

• 52 attributes 

– Composition 

– Structure 

– Fuels 

– Fire  

– Disturbance 

– Exotics 



FNAI Natural Community 
Mapping 2003-2011 

 

 

• Statewide mapping total:   
– Current condition        2,350,000 acres 

– Historical vegetation       1,600,000 acres 

• Natural community polygons:        103,000 

• Groundtruth points:                      59,603 

• Minimum mapping unit:                       0.5 ac. 



Ocala National Forest 















Cooperative Land Cover Map 

 State Wildlife Grant 2008 – 2010 

 

 Develop improved statewide land cover from existing 
sources & aerial photo review 

 

 Focus on critical natural communities:  scrub, 
sandhill, dry prairie, pine rockland, rockland 
hammock 

 

 Uses new FWC Land Cover Classification 



Local Data Sources 

Data collected from 37 sources including: 
 
• Florida Park Service 

• Archbold Biological Station 

• Avon Park Air Force Range 

• St. Johns River WMD 

• Palm Beach County 

• Brevard County 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• USFS 

• USFWS 

• Florida International University 

 

San Felasco Hammock State Park 



Data sources 

FNAI Aerial Photo Review  -   1.4 million acres 

Local/Regional Sources -  6 million acres 

Florida Land Use Land Cover (FLUCCS) -  32 million acres 



Focal Natural Communities

Dry Prairie

Scrub

Scrubby Flatwoods

Sandhill

Upland Pine

Pine Rockland

Rockland Hammock

Upland Glade

Mesic Flatwoods



Cooperative Land Cover Map v.1.1 
 
• 189 classes 

 
• Available for download as GDB feature class 

or 15 m GRID 
 

• Intent is to update as better data become 
available 
 

• FWC plans to continue work using SPOT 
imagery  (SWG 2010 – 2013) 

 
 



FNAI on the Web 
• Rare species field guides 
• Natural community descriptions 
• Florida conservation lands data 
• Florida Forever projects 
• Biodiversity Matrix 
• Conservation Needs Assessment data 
• Critical Lands and Waters Identification Project 

(CLIP) data (FNAI/GeoPlan/FWC) 

• Invasive plant species occurrence data 
• Cooperative Land Cover data 
• LandScope Florida 

 


